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Finding School Money Remains Tough Problem
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held a meeting in Monterey a
short while back, at which
there was presented and dis-
cussed a proposal for a major
shift in the tax burden for ele-
mentary and secondary|
schools. The product of the
state department of Education
working in close conjunctionl
with educators and admini- |
strators, the proposal could be-
come a new milestone in our
California school progress.
The subcommittee told that |
the major problem still exists |
in our system of public school

average daily attendance is
$125 per year, but it is allo-
cated without regard to a dis-
trict’s need or ability to pay.
An analysis of the variation
in wealth between school dis-
tricts, measured in terms of
assessed valuation of property
within the district per unit of
attendance, shows that at the
elementary school level, the
wealthiest district has 7,000
times the resources of the

poorest. At the high school
level, the richest district has
more than 55 times the wealth

l Sight &
By Ernest

HOLLYWOOD — “What I
can't understand is why you
write about television when |
you dislike it so!” |

This rather definite com-
ment was part of a letter 1
recently réceived from a wom-
an, But it became more inter-
esting the next day with the
arrival of a card from a man
who wrote, “You like TV too
much to be a good columnist.
The sadists who inflict such
pernicious programming on the
public will never improve it if
‘critics’ like you make it ap-
pear that TV's reached its
zenith.”

I knew there had to be a
third viewpoint, and sure
enough it arrived today. I was
informed my columns remind-
ed the lady of “the man who
jumped off the fence and land-
ed unequivocally on both
sides.”” Her implication was
that I couldn't make up my
mind or was afraid to take a
firm position, i

WELL, I'VE looked over
most of this year’s columns
and have concluded that the
truth lies in the answer to the
question, “Which columns did
you read?”

Equivocal? Perhaps. But I
don't see television in America
today as'a black or white is-
sue. I consider TV to be better
than many of its angry, irate
and vocal critics claim, but not
as good as broadcasters would
have us believe. And I am con-
vinced there is no such thing
as a mystical perfection where-
by it can please everyone all
the time.

I watch and thoroughly en-
joy a host of programs that
aren't “good” by any stand-
ards, and I intensely dislike
some programs that are sup-
posed to be excellent. The
point is that 1 don't ap-
proach television commentary
with the belief that all net-
works and stations should

Sound

Kreiling

we bring to. every program
every night, I miss a lot of
serious programs for the very
simple reason that I'd rather
watch something else. Recent-
ly I turned away from CBS'
Accent to watch NBC's pedes-
trian Outlaws, 1 was too tired
or to preoccupied to expend
the necessary energy and ef-
fort to benefit from a TV tour
through Jefferson's Monticello.
There are times I find Steve
Allen’s delightful nonsense in-
finitely more appealing than
CBS Reports.

Where TV is good and where
it is improving lies in the fact
that you and I have these
choices to make. But as a col-
umnist I'd be less than respon-
sible if I raked the networks
and stations over the coals for
serving up entertainment Mill-
town like the Ountlaws and
Steve Allen, when I could have
watched CBS Reports or Ac-
cent at the same hour,

. . .

IN SHORT it seems to be
that a TV columnist who is
patently FOR or AGAINST
television as it stands today is
guilty of a gross and unfair
oversimplification, and he's
probably not paying enough
attention to the schedules or

"wntching it enough to form a

sound judgement.

One of my purposes in these
columns is to discuss many as-
pects of the industry not fre-
quently dealt with by most
writers in the hope that I can
help viewers enjoy TV more
and enable them to judge and
appraise it more validly.

« o o

AND THE incessant use of
venomous invective and indis-
criminate indictments in TV
columns is not only inaccurate
in my judgement, it's not in
keeping with the facts. The
single minded detractors con-
tinue to bewail the poor qual-
ity of TV programming, but
two thirds of homes in Amer-
jca continue to tune in every
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